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Factors relevant to attitudes toward care of the dying

in nursing students and nurses

Ttoh Michiko " Akashi Keiko?

Key words : attitudes toward care of the dying, nursing student, nurse

Abstract

Objective: To elucidate the relationship between attitudes toward care of the dying and relevant factors such as
attributes of nursing students and nurses, personal experiences with death, and professional experience with
death as a nurse.

Methods: Subjects were 4th year students at University A’s Department of Nursing and nurses at University A’s
Hospital. Subjects were asked to complete anonymous, self-administered questionnaires regarding items on the
attitudes toward care of the dying scale and relevant factors.

Results: We obtained responses from 613 subjects (61 nursing students and 552 nurses; valid response rate 62.5%) .
The relevance between scores on the attitudes toward care of the dying scale and years of experience were
lowest for subjects with two years of experience or less; scores showed an increasing trend with years of
experience. Factors such as the loss of a close friend or relative and occasions to discuss death were relevant
for personal experiences with death. Experiences of being present at a patient’s time of death and number
of patients for whom a nurse was attending during such experiences were relevant in terms of professional
experience with death as a nurse.

Conclusion: Scores on the attitudes toward care of the dying scale were related to years of experience, as well
as personal and professional experience with death. Developing opportunities and learning environments for

building experience are imperative for future educational interventions.
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